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City Continues Design Work on Lopes Road 
 

Fairfield, California (Wednesday, May 29, 2024) – In mid-March 2023, the hillside west of Lopes 
Road became saturated from the series of winter rainstorms, causing a failure in Lopes Road that 
broke the City of Benicia’s water supply line and other underground utilities.  Since then, both 
cities have been working with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and California 
Office of Emergency Services (Cal-OES) to receive financial support through public assistance 
grants.   
 
On March 28, 2024, the Cities of Fairfield and Benicia conducted a kickoff meeting with design 
services consultant Dewberry.  Dewberry conducted field investigations to validate soil conditions 
throughout the month of April 2024 and a soils report is anticipated by the end of May 2024.  
Preliminary soils data suggests the presence of an earlier hillside slide estimated to be more than 
35’ deep. 
 
The estimated date for completion of the design and environmental permitting is October 2024.  
As soon as the project is ready for construction, phasing will begin with restoration of utilities for 
both cities.  Construction of the City of Benicia’s water pipeline will be the first priority. 
 
The City of Benica and Fairfield continue to work with CalOES and FEMA in order to ensure that 
both cities remain eligible to receive reimbursement from the State and Federal agencies. 
 
For more information on the City’s status with FEMA/Cal-OES, as well as any progress updates 
pertaining to the project, please visit www.fairfield.ca.gov/lopes. 
 
For more information on the public assistance grant process, please visit 
https://www.fema.gov/assistance/public/process. 
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